August 6, 2004
Hi,
 
my name is Frank and I am taking a community health care course at Long Island University. One of my assignments is to do a "Windshield Survey." A friend of mine who is involved in working with the Kew Gardens Civic Association recommended the book "Kew Gardens: Urban Village in the Big City and also your website to complement the research I needed for my report. I love the book and your website and both helped me tremendously with my report. However I still need to find more current information/statistics for my report. Do you or maybe someone you know or who uses the website know where I could get that kind of information (are there any other websites, books, magazines, etc.)? Or are there any people I could interview? 
Thank you very much for taking the time reading this e-mail. I'm looking forward to hear from you. Keep up the great work w/ the website.<br>
Regards,
Frank Stryczek
bigj_11415@yahoo.com
 
 
 
Here are a few examples of the questions I need to answer for my report to give you a better idea of what I need to research:

Windshield Survey Components

Housing and Zoning

What is the age of the houses, architecture?
Of what materials are they constructed?
Are all neighborhood houses similar in age, architecture?
How would you characterize their differences?
Are they detached for connected to others?
Do they have space in front or behind? What is their general condition?
Are there sings of disrepair-broken doors. Windows, leaks, locks missing?
Is there central heating, modern plumbing, air conditioning?

Open Space

How much open space is there? 
What is the quality of the space - green parks or rubble-filled lots?
What is the lot size of the houses? Lawns? Flower boxes? Do you see trees on the pavements, a green island in the center of the streets?
Is the open space public or private? Used by whom?

Boundaries

What signs are there of where this neighborhood begins and ends?
Are the boundaries natural - a river, a different terrain; physical - a highway, railroad, economic - difference in real estate or presence of industrial or commercial units along with residential?
Does the neighborhood have an identity, a name? Do you see it displayed? Are there unofficial names?

"Commons" 

What are the neighborhood hangouts?
For what group, at what hours (e.g., schoolyard, candy store, bar, restaurant, park, 24-hour drugstore? Does the "commons" area have a sense of "territoriality," or is it open to strangers?

Transportation

How do people get In and out of the neighborhood - car, bus, bike, walk, etc.?
Are the streets and roads conductive to good transportation and also to community life?
Is there a major highway near the neighborhood? Whom does it serve?
How frequently is public transportation available?

Service centers

Do you see social agencies, clients, recreation centers, signs of activity at the schools?
Are there offices of doctors, dentists; palmists, spiritualists, etc.?
Are there parks? Are they in use?

Stores

Where do residents shop - shopping centers, neighborhood stores?
How do they travel to shop?

Street people 

Whom do you see on the street - an occasional housewife, mother with a baby?
Do you see anyone you would not expect - teenagers, unemployed males?
Can you spot a welfare worker, an insurance collector, a door-to door salesperson?
Is the dress of those you see representative or unexpected?
Along with people, what animals do you see - stray cats, pedigreed pets, "watchdogs?

Signs of decay

 Is this neighborhood on the way up or down? Is it "alive"? How would you decide?
Trash, abandoned cares, political posters, neighborhood-meeting posters, real estate signs, abandoned houses, mixed zoning usage?

Race/Ethnicity: 

Are the residents Caucasian, African-American, or of another minority, or is the aea integrated? 
Are there indices or ethnicity -food stores, churches, private schools, information in a language other than English?

Religion

Of what religion are the residents?
Do you see evidence of heterogeneity of homogeneity?
What denominations are the churches?
Do you see evidence of heterogeneity or homogeneity?
What denominations are the churches?
Do you see evidence of their use other than on Sunday mornings?

Health and morbidity

Do you see evidence of acute or chronic diseases or conditions?
Of accidents, communicable diseases, alcoholism, drug addiction, mental illness, etc.?
How far it is to the nearest hospital? Clinic?

Politics

Do you see any political campaign posters?
Is there a headquarters present?
Do you see evidence of a predominant party affiliation?

Media

Do you see outdoor television antennas?
What magazines, newspapers do residents read? Do you see National Enquirer, Reader's Digest, publications geared toward African-Americans or seniors in the stores?
What media seem most important to the residents - radio, television, print?
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